Information Regarding Vaccination of Children
The Commonwealth of Virginia requires age appropriate immunizations for enrollment in private and
public schools as well as child day care. The Code of Virginia permits documented medical exemptions
from vaccines on a temporary and permanent basis. In Virginia, there is no legal provision for a
philosophical exemption to vaccines.
The National Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC) provides guidance regarding bioethical issues from a
Catholic perspective. If parents have questions regarding the ethical use of vaccines, the NCBC website
explains the Church's teaching on this issue and other related topics. If you go to www.NCBCenter.org,
under the tab labeled “Resources,” you will find a link called: Frequently Asked Questions. Click on it,
and it will take you to a series of topics. Scroll down to “FAQ on the Use of Vaccines.” There, you will
find answers to a list of relevant questions, including the position of the Catholic Church regarding this
topic. For example, here is one excerpt:
Am I free to refuse to vaccinate myself or my children on the grounds of conscience?
One must follow a certain conscience even if it errs, but there is a responsibility to inform one's
conscience properly. There would seem to be no proper grounds for refusing immunization against
dangerous contagious disease, for example, rubella, especially in light of the concern that we should
all have for the health of our children, public health, and the common good (NCBC, 2014).
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